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il 2 1 N N 
0 * and. deep Conſiderations and Reflections = 
WY on che ſhore Duration and Uncertainty of the Ml 

Life of Man, as an urgent Motive to cauſe. Mi 
- 10 remember our Latter Ena, nd Bop er 


an | HE Lite of be io by roſe of of irs uncer- | 
27 rainty, has by the Wiſe Men of all Ages 
3 deen compared to Things of the ſhorteſt 
Duration; as a Bubble, 4 Leaf, a F lower 


a faderh, a Shadow that fleerh s Smoke, a 
/  MWigour, a n and the like. Euciun oY us all the 


ond is a Sr and Men riſe . in their ſeveral 
erations like Bubbles, deſcending from God and 


bt Dew of Heaven, "from Nature and Providence, 
7 inſtantly ſome of theſe fink into the Deluge of | 

(ter firſt Parent, and are flatted in a ſheer of Water, IM 
ning to have no other Buſineſs in the World, bur _ 


=_ Born, that they might be capable of Dying ; 2 
rh chers float. up ang. down for a wha e, and difappear £40 
ws þ.: ſudden, giving place to ſuch as 'riſe to ſucceed. 

by and thoſe that continue longeſt are in perpe- 
244 3 reſtleſs and uneaſie, till being cruſhed | "0h 


krhe greater Drop of Cloud, they fink” int? 
. . 25 ie 0 0 in this cafe not 
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| divides between Lite and Death, and Death by be 


God Mill makes little Pef iods of our Age. Firſt we. 


ena conſider what a world of Accidchrs n hap: 
den to ſnatch him from the Stage of this Litze 
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So is the Life of every Man; he is born in Sin 
and Vanity; he comes into the World to act his part 
as it were on a Stage, for a. little while, and then WM je ca 
diſappears, and is no more. ſeen. The uncertainty < 
ef Man's Life, no doubt, made St. James tell us, Ml js ! 
that our Life is but a Vapour which ſuddenly riſes WM wick 
up, being a phantaſticaFthing,. an apparition exhaled 
by the Sun, not fo much as a Miſt, or the matter of 
aà Shower, nor of Subſtance ſuffic ient to make a 
Cloud; it remains for a little while, and then va- 
niſhes from our Sight, like a Shadow .that. depart - 
eth; or is like a Tale that is told, or a Dream when 
one awaketh. Hojher calls a Man-a Leaf, the ſmall- 
eſt and weakeſt part of a ſhort-liv'd Plant. Pinder 
calls him the Dream of a Shadow: And another, 
The Shadow of Smoke. And theſe are to ſhew-us 
How: vain and unfixed; how ſhort-liv'd and fall a 
zeature Man is, fo that he eannox long laſt even in 
Ro one , ß 
Every Revolution the Sun makes about the World 


* 


next Morning poſſeſſes both thoſe Portions, and we 
are Dead to all thoſe Months we have already II. d, 
ſo that we ſhall never live them over again, aud yet 


change dur World when we come from the Womb 

to feel the warmth of the Sun; and ſo if Death mitts. 

us net over-haitily, we grow up eſcaping a thouliud, 
Accidents that befal many in their Infancy, ot 
Childhcod, and ſend them to an untimely Grave: 
- Then in Youthful Sprightfutneſs the Young Man 

dances like a Bubble èmpty and gay, and ſhines 11ke 
4 Dove's Neck, or the lmageiof a. Rainbow, whole. 
Imagery and Coloufs are pranraſticgl,, 200 lo paſſes 
over the Gaiety of his Youth, riot conſidet ing he 15 
all this while in a Storm, and that he ſhould. be; 
more ſerious, and think of the Days of” Datknels 
that are coming on, which will be many, and pru- 
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then be cannot but ſcriouſly contemplate with Wonder A 
inty nd Amazement, the great Mercies of God, that 


Ius s hitherto preſerved him from the innumerable 
riſes Misfortunes others-younger-than-himſeit-have-fallen 
aled WF into beneath the weight of, by Which. they have 
er of been prefſed down 'to the Grab ave, and their Eyes have 
* a I wore beheld the Light of the Sun, Which {EP 
a- xls us is ſo pleaſant to a Man: For indeed, the Pre- 
dart: krvation of a Man alive-in the midit fr 9 Many 
vhen WW Chances and Hoſtilities, is as great a Miracle as — 
nall- Cieate him. To preſerve him from niſnhing into 

inder I thing, as at firſt to draw him out of Nothing, SN 
ther, mal the Iſſues of an Almi hty Power.” | 
ius Let us further conſider ker ioully,* that as Tim 
all a winds off our Days, Months or ears, Death en- 
en in {Weoxches rhe faſter upon us; for Baldneſs is but 2 


9 Delling to our Funerals, and a proper Ornament of 


Jord louming, and of a Perſon entered very far into The, 
| Regions of Death ; and having paſſed the Stren 


we i our Teig (thougli Millions arrive not at 5 


i'd, bins, bur lo 12 taſte rhe Grave) then,our Lives 
yet WM many cafes become comfo:tle;'and&tiythenfome to 

t we Bi our Teeth fall out, our Eyes grow din, our Joimts 
Vomb table, our Limbs become ſti 1 cur. Ski in wrinkle 
merts i nr ivels, our Memory and Ap etite decay 4 

uland pry Days Neceſſity calls for a Me paration. of of that "I 
„ 0 {tion which Death hath fed on al Night, when 


rave : y ſhumbering in his Lap, and flept in his 5 
Man ad Chambers. The very Spirits of a Man pte 

$ like the proportion of Bread and Fleſh, "and 1 
whole: fi! is a reſcue from one Death, an a lays 10 


paſſes er, and whilſt we think : Tg 0 00 dye, aud 
he is þ Clock ſtrikes and reckons on our: portion of. $a . 
ld be we form our Words with the Breath of 88 
Fknelk this, and ue have the Jeſs td live upon f for eve every: 


pe hid we ſpeak. 3 18 
Y ap 5h Nature calls us to hed irate on Deatk b cet 
Lira phat Are the Inſtrumentso Few hs "a1 1 5 
the the Variety, of 'his:Providente "ma 3 
he every. Wers In al Wa ler 200 8 Cue 8 :. 
est Netiire Lach bien as But: DG =_ 
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The Clrifien, . | Parrh l. 


every Vear, we ſadly find Death has two, the rig 
J Autun, which ſend Longs of all 88 to thi 
JT =, Fon, 


. nA n 
be the Unctrevinry of our Lift, with preſſng 

Ati ves ro 4 a Con pderation of it 
Alortality. "yy 9 
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£A Heſe Things of w weighs ending to the 1ncer- 
. tainty of our Life, being feriouſly conſigered, 
and that Death is certainly. > Ihe or later to be ex- jen 
pecled, it will le high Time for every one to look 19 tis, 
* M6 own Concern, and- Prepare, for a happy Eternity, den 
which i is the main End of his Creation and Redemp- elec 
tion; therefore let no Man extend his ie or ber 
Tuffer his Hopes to wander towards future or far di- oy 
fant ents wn and accidental Contingencies, but let 2 
him wiſely conſider with hiniſelf and fay, This D t 
is mine, but I know 7 what ſhall be on the Mor- ow 
25 therefore let me A ae of my Sins whilſt it is 5 
o Day, whilſt the golden rtunity is in my 
. for without R Divine ja lation I cannot 
know What may. befal me ere the next Morning creeps they 
cut of a dark Cloud ; for many who are this Co 1 
„live ſhall to Morrow be laid upon the cold Earth, Wl a 
aud their Friends ſhall weep over their ce 408 ley 
4 e them for their Funerals, Many Erid 
. | | Syed under the hands of their Paranymphs, or rat 
whilſt they have Hos ry 0 them for uneaſy 15 
2 19 the ſa pins of rab the Wiſe ſev, 
Th * The Bride went into CP and knew. uot what 
6 hold befal. ber there. Some have been pay ing their 
Vos, and giving Thanks for a proſperous return 19 
Weir on — and the. Roofs have deſcended on 
1 Heads, dp zned their loud Religion intot 
len 5 3 Ravel; and * we up 0 
| ing 10 mee 
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pingaricnt of che Frene ro orrow, or 1 1 A | 
cidenrs of che nest I. « TREE 
Od Age, _ n 


gol co confulr Aftrologers and 


= layers 16: 3 95 f [Views whioh 
1 5 man over dy an our Days, 
B knew” what” Cab 3h his ſecfer 


ſin ed, - when we know they are 
f on WP 9 28 t — of his Eternal Purpoſes, from 
the Know! r Ways 1 Men op Angels; and 
I Wigaiaſt rhis es Ins Colt , that we Gould 
Tncer- bet jr earch after for = Records, uch leſs uncer- 
ered, I un Significarions's Fof Whatever is diſpoſed'ro hap- 
be ex. bn by the Grder er Natal Cauſes, of Civil Cun- 
ook to tis, may be reſcinded h A peculiar. Decree of Provi- 
2Inity ice,” and be prevented bye che ath of the inte- 
demp- led Perſons, "who Whilſt their. Hh pes are full, and 


ts, or 
far di- 
ut let 
is Day 

Mor- 


2 


aud, and the Sickle: 
1811 uf be eaten, even then 
t 


Futt-Fruits. offered 
i they put forth their Han 


or Evils of -M 


their Cauſes conjoined, anti the W Wark * 1 2 2 | j 
arveit, an _—_ 


Ly Event that fands 
ut at the deer, their e be carried torth .* 3 
v Burial before their Expettation-thall enter into Wl 


neden a5 it ap ned ro the Rich Fei in EEE ff 


nc Goel, who flattering himſelf with rhe Enj 
Ut 
N duda ſealth he Had ſtöred . 


W, and his Soul hurried away . into Regions hate | 


Ea 

, 4 bey could not follow: him, or give him the Tealt 
have me Comfort or Coofolation.. I miſtaken 

aids Time, and upon that ſurpiize all his mighty 


Joys, {nan mpg 1 4 3 — 10 

erefore as our uſt confined, muſt 

e Defgns fer the Buſineſs of Our 0s 3s cut 

in, fell, 55 fe went and plain, and firred*ro. the fall 
er of the ſhort duration of our Lives, hi 

wort, rhac 20 ſum up all it ib muh + 1 

| = a Ala, in Whom there is not in the Wr 

lr and Shadows, of Milery and. Ol of La he. 

1 Wen of Groans and Dart. We ng! | 


u In 4 4 [51 
= Eo 8 


eater initance of Heights and Dectenſions, f „ | 


P u 
* 7: F 
A a >? p 
* * 
And 1 
93 Io 2-5 ; ſ 
8 1 


Sermon, and 
Sexton, Time, 


40s, and fo our Bodies, till they File again in a fait 
or an intolerable. Eternity, w 
when a thouſand thouſand Mil ions of Ages are paſt, 


= 3 


dit is 10 Day, and not,, elay or put off their Repeie 


futter themſelv ef n ſhall have Time enough to 
Tepeut in: A 750 


| with the Dreggs of Old Age, or. Death-bed Repen- 
tance, when through our. Infirmities, or Sickueſs, 
we can fin no longer. And to wean us from this 
WM World, and put us upon a ſpeedy Repentance, Fi 

Following P FR, Ov a, are VET: proper. 
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cCtion from the Laie of t 


wr 
yealed i in the Wor 
4 an is, 1 taal ſooner clara deſcend? 10 


Tie Obriſtian: aui, kinn 


let it enforce x us to look around ys a. little: more, and 


We ſhall % de exer Creature does ;Preach our Funeral 


us to 100k ani ys chow the ald 


hows -up. the and 
Grave, wn ein Ve. Amiff 1a lay gur 2 — 


is emileſs; for 


E is the ſame as when we firſt entered upon 
it, an Everlaſting Circle without Limir or End: 
Then happy is he who falls upon it ina Bleſſed State, 
and O how miſerable, wretched ang Keplorable, mutt 
he be, who When he leaves this 5 5 nit enter into 
an Eitate of Woes and Horrors for ever and e ver 
For ho (as tlie Fropher Iſaiah Tays) can dwell ith — 
Everlaſting Buriings ? And yet thoſe that i 
"not their Talent In this Life, gc, is only ſo — 
put 1 their hands, muſt. fall under this heavy 
© that all would conſider this, even whit 


xance upon an Unc neertaintyy with, which too mau 


God youl be put off, or ; pleaſed; 
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22 we ought to wean our. . 4 Af. 
1 Nord. | 


12 40 ion Sit 10 5: | 

Z b. that .ightly © Q nfiders, what avaſt direct 

4 det weh the Vanities a and Bildes, Flea: 

res of ch forld, and the Glories That ſuall be re: 
4 to come, , knowing how certain 


Le - 


SY <-> * * 5 * 


naue againſt the Fe ollies . * artities ofit 
ud a ſpur to Vertu“ 2 Seh Bind 1. 


fa 10 your felf „What can be the ! — — 
all this? What Kindles theſe 1 inſatiable _ 
of Riches or Honudur? Why dò Þ tore: up ſo much 
TJraſure, andi broodꝭ fuch Ambition in my Soul ? This 


center ay. Soul: ſhould Ai Led is in the Holy ang 
Heavenly Heriſalem 5 zthithef 1 am {travelling of hs 
remove my Dwelling from — 


th the Wl kfeftions en, avail me? Death will Met 
prove m Eyes, ind then. I. ſhalh not ſee: the Gola! IT How 


long WW auch admire; the Earth ſhall ſhortly: ebver*m&; © hi 
head then 1 ſhall. enjoy no more of all my "exreblive-. 


hilt I Lands thaw a. fix foot Grave, there eee favs 
t Clay-and: Diiſt. THEN 10 Pius is Ri 47 8 K＋ l 


wavy Wh: Such Thoughts as. thefe. cuhuet bur Bu: pfepkr! e 
gh to und us of our: Larter End; and tat will wan us 
eaſed, m the World, and brigy' us te a: ſtatẽ oF true RS 
epen» {aance; and move us ro Works of Merey and Ch 
kuels, ay, - conſidering: rhat- we want no more in tiüs 
1 this i Bond than what isſuKicient-ro carry us through * 
„ the ud thereforę v hat wiſer or better uſe can we mage 
er. Wh fuch Riches as we mut quave of neceſſity behind 


t than no return them betore- Hand in Acts of — 
ny and Piety, that we may receive them aghin Witit 
walt. Advantage i in a Heavenly Kingdom, Where 
there is Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures that ſhall ne- 
ur 2 away. Make 10 your ſelves (ſays out Bleſſed 

wviour) Fr ends 45 the Manimon of Unri phreouſ? neſs, 
at when 70 fail "they: wm INE into "Eborlafing 

tations... it Dort. Dll S113 E:8 AT408$ 240 
Theſe Thoughts mould carb-the felling: Ambie> 
hat Mens Minds, or reſtrain their coverous 'De= | 
, bridle — dr Paſſions; and ler them know | 
are put frail 3 under the Demin 


i Grave, cannot but be « raugkt alway to keey iſ 
Peath in his View; and it will be 4 ual bor, _ 


Alf you find. your Defires to the World: capa 55 2 1 
1 only the Wants, but che Conveuiencies of - 4 


27 5 
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3 
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Vid is het my Hoths,: my proper Habiration: The 
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ever! Wl then what wilbalboh Things, 1 —＋ Te wy 151 1 


Death, who extends his crimſon Banner around the 
Globe, and takes the Forfeiture of Sin in all the 
quarters of rhe Earth, and when he makes his Arreſt, 


— Worlds can give ys no Bail dt Reprieve, but he un- 
| of the Duſt, and there lays us up 
1 rn t ſhall rouſe our Bodies from the ir long 


ing to our ſenflefs Clay, which then ſhall be reani- 
mated, and receive new Life, to ariſe and come to 


not tq tremble, at his Terrors when he approaches us, 
| immediately to give up dur Account to God, ſo far 
Who certainly muſt dye, and have the thoughts of 


live a happy Life here, as well as :ererually ſo here- 
after. To live a Lite of Holineſs: and Vertue 48 


Riper Fears, expoſe” Men to, being a great Engage- 


[IT The Chriſtia Moniter: Furt R. 


laying his cold Mace on our Lives, ten thouſand 


controulably hurries us down into the dark Chambers 
cloſe Priſoners to 
the. dawning. of the Reſurrection, when the Arch 


epoſe, and a Voice more loud than Thunder, call- 


Jug; ment. _ And therefore: to prepate for Death, and 
is to Keep our Lives always innocent, as if we were 
s Human Fraihies will permit us; to live as thoſe 


&ath about us continually, as a guard upon our 
Actions ; for whatever is of ſo great a Contequence 
to us as Death is, ſhould of neceſlity give Laws to 
our: Converſation and Behaviour: And therefore the 
firſt thing wWe ought; to do in this Life, being come 
to years d Underſtanding, muſt be to prepare for 
Death and a bleſſed Eternity, that whenſoever Death 
opens che Gate to let us out of this World, we may 
de chearfully - ready to enter into the World that 
Mall remain for ever. An Early: Preparation for 
Death to prevent his Surprize, is the ſureſt way to 


near as can be void of Offence, towards Gud aud Man, 
is luch a Life as will make this Earth a kind of 3 
Heaven to a pious Soul, and give it a Taſte of thoſe 
Joys that ſhall be endleſs, delivering us from all 
thoſe. Miſchiefs which the wildneſs. and giddinels 
ot Youth, and the more confirmed Debaucheries ot 


ment and Motiye to prepare betimes for Death; lance 
fuch a Preparation wall put us to no greater Hardi By 
or Illconveniency, than the practice of ſuch Vers ter 


World, and. make us be beloved 


Ante betimes delivers us from the Fears of Death; 
ad then truly it is that a Man begins to live, when 
de Fear of Death has no power to diſturb or diſquiet 
bs Mind, when he is free from the Terrors of it, 
that it cannot check or frown upon his innocent 


the Fears of Death often terrific into Agonies of 
Mind, as if a Sword hung over their Heads by a 
fugle Hair: No; he conſiders himſelf to be mortal, 
ud is not afraid to dye; his Pleaſuxes and Dy: 
tents are fincere and unmixed, never diſturbed with 
the Hand-writing on the Wall, nor with ſome ſe- 
cet qualms or miſgivings of Mind; he is not af- 


{ated with future ones; ſo that a Man who is de- 
Inered from the Fears ot Death fears nothing elſe 
n exeeſs but God, and that too in an awful Reve- 
rutial Fear of Love not to offend him 
Again, as a conſequent of this Early Preparation 
br D-ath, we may conſider it will ſupport us under 
Death Bil the Troubles and Calamities of this Life; and ſo 
ma many they are that no Man can eſcape them all: But 
| that ie certainty of Dying well, and enjoying à happy 
n for lie to come, where all Sorrows and Tears ſhall Le 
ay 10 ved from us, will make a Man, pr d to 
here. Ie, couragioutly and lightly undergo t 
ue le which to others will be unſupportable, and to 
Man, ie his preſent Suſferings with Courage and Pati- 
of 3 Bac, when he is ſenſible he ſhall ſoon find an end 
* them; and that when Drath friendly cloſes his 
n as, they will vaniſh from him like a Morning 
1005 Mit before the Sun, and he for ever be placed far 
ies Of dove their reach: For even in Death, as ho y Job ſays, 
345” I wicked ceaſe from troubling ; there the weary be at 
; there the Priſoners reſt together, and they hear not 
r Voice of the Oppreſſor; the ſmall and the great are 
We, and the Servant is free from his Maſter, 1 17. 
3 18, 19. 


put H. The Chriſtian Monitor. 11 1 | 

4; will prolong our Lives, preſerve and increaſe ut 

Fortunes, and give us Honour and go ws; in the 
beth by God and 


4 
* 
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Wirth or Recreations : He is not as others, whom 


fighted with preſent Dangers, nor amazed or di- 
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18, 19. So by this we find, in many caſes, that the 
Thoughts and Expectations of Death are very conſi- 
2 +, *derable Supports to bear us up in our Sufferings, be- 
[ cauſe it is friendly when t cloſes the weeping Eyes, 
and huſhes our Sorrows, takes off the Chains of the 

F - Priſoner, and frees the Captive from the Tyranny of 
the Oppreſſor : But whilit the Thoughts of Death 

it ſelf are terrible to us, it will be but a poor com- 


| 3 

_—_— 
__ 
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ceftal them in this Life; becauſe whatſoever then 


Men it is the contrary; for the Thoughts of Death 


Duſter ings, of Faith and Patience: So that heie 


can find no relief in the Thoughts of it, and there- 


Lan afford in the Sufferings of it. | 
- ©: The ſooner therefore that we prepare to Dye, the 
-ſooner:are we delivered from theſe Fears of Death, 


: WY 
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ww 
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fort for thoſe Men who, under the ſenſe of Guilt, are 
more afraid of Death than of the Miſeries that may 


preſent Sufferings are, they are not ſo terrible as 
Eahes of Fire and Brimſtone, the Worm that never dyeth, 
und the Fire that never is quenched ; for ſuch being | 
runder the Terrors of Death have nothing to ſupport bur. 
them under their preſent Miſeries ; but to Good 


puts them into a poſſeſſion of a very delightful Proſ- Mie t 
pect, and when it comes it ſends them to a Place dis ti 
where they ſee the Rewards of their Labours and 


they can the more joyfully ſuffer Shame and Re- 
proach; and fake chearfully the e. ing of their G 
Fince theſe' light: Aflictions which are but for a ſeaſon, Mami 
will work for them a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory. But Men who are not prepar'd to ſd) 
Dye, whilſt the Fears of Death hang about them, 


fore are deſtitute of the greatelt Support this Life 


and then conſequently the Hopes of a Better Life 
will conduct us cheartully through this World, what 


Storm ſoever we may meet withal. ud } 
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at the Wives to Repentance from the Conſideration” 


ſur Morality, and to make s gie Ofc: 


Eyes, of our precious Time. > 
nd A T!Hoſe that would Dye well muſt even in the 
Death MW |: Proſperity of Life be looking for Death every 


by, is it were knocking at the Gates of the Grace, 10, 


com- 4 
It; are ſe Sting of Death, may be eafie to them when it 
it mies the fatal Blow. And to put them in mind of 
their den Mortality, many Devices were uſed by the An- 
ble as Micents. Saladine, though a great Emperour, had a 


Back Shirt carried betore . him, as a Banner, in the 
walt of his Triumphs, to mind him ot his Dying 
upport ur. The Greek Emperous, on the Day of their: 
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Good Miaoration, had brought them by, a Maſon ſeveral; 
Death {MWuples of Stone, to know, of which they, would 
Prol- be their Tomb framed. - And even the Fopes, to, 
Place ſti time, on the Day of their Coronation, , when, 
's and Ma ride in the greateſt Pomp and Splendour, have; 
t here {igicce of Flax faſtened on two Reeds burnt before, 
. Re- ien, with theſe Words pronounced, r iz. So Holy. 
G20ds, ber 5 away the Glory of this World,” to ꝓut them 
ſeaſon, a nind that all Earthly Things are fading and tran- 
ternal Y. And the Egyptians uſed iq place the, Skeleton; i 
rd to Man, framed in Silver, at their Fealls, which, 
them, ing by Clock-work. on the Table; turned, to: | 
there- em one, as much as to ſay, you, ard you, and all | 
Life at Dye; and this was to mind them of their Mor- Ji 
ay, and allay their Exceſs in Eating and Di ink 1 
„ the liz; for it is not eaſie for a Man to be gay in his 1 
death, flrsination, or be drunk with Joy, or Wine, or. i 
Life e, or Revenge, who conſiders jadly that he nuit i 
what Wee long dwell in a Houle of Darknels and Diſbonour, | 
Wi his Eody be in the Inheritance af Worms, and [ 
* Wis Scul muit be whit he pleaſes, even as A Man | 
es it here by his Living, Cood or Pad; ane 
ectore, be hr wonld Dye well, muſt all the Days of | 
12 s Life Iay up og ainft the Day, of l Death, por. on 
. r een ee 9 - | 
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and Fervent — all our Life 2 call upon 


« 


by a general proviſian of Halineſs, and a Pious Liſe 
indefinitely, but Proviſions proper to the neceſſity 
ol that N Day of Expence, in which à Man is 0 
throw his laſt. Caſt, for an Eteruity of Joy of 
Sorrow ; ever remembring to ſecure the Spirit of 
God and the Grace of. Faith, by an Habitual, Per- 
fect, and unblamable Reſolution ; and by Aſſiduous 


God to give us Patience and great Aſſiſtance at the 
time of our Death; to Reſiſt and Subdue the 
Temptations and A ſſaults of Satan; and ſo to fer- 
tifie our Hearts, that it breaks not into intolerable 
Sorrow and Impatience, and end in Wretchedneſs 
and Infidelity :' But this is to be the Work of our 
Life, and not to be done at once, but as God gives 
us time; by Succeſſion, by Parts, and little Periods, 
For it is very Remarkable, that God who giveth 
plentiouſſy to all Creatures ſuch other things as are 
neceſſary for them, ſeems however, to be ſtrait- 
handed as to the diſtribution of our time, and gives 
it us, not as Nature gives us Rivers to Drown us, 
but Drop by Drop, Minute after Minute; fo that 
we ean never have two Minutes together, but he 
takes away one when he gives another. | 
This ſhould teach us to value our time, fince God 
ſo values it; and by fo ſmall a diſtribution of it, 
lets us know, it is the moſt precious thing we have: 
Since therefore in the Day of our Death, we can 
have but ſtill the fame little portion of this precious 
Time, let us every Minute of our Life (I mean, in 
cvery diſcernable portion) lay up ſuch a ſlock of 
Reaſon and Good Works, that they may convey 2 
value to the Imperfections and ſhort Actions of our 
Death-Bed, whilſt God rewards tre Piety of our 
Lives, by his Gracious Acceptation upon the 
Actions Preparatoryto our Death-Bed Repentance. 
He that deſires to Dye well, muſt above all things 
be careful that he does not Live a Delicate, Soft, 
and Voluptuous Life; but a Life Severe, Holy, and 
Inoffenſive, under the Conduct of Prudence and Ob- 
fei vation: A Life of Warfare and Sober 3 
2 . 


/ 


* The Chriſtian Monitor, 
4} Watchfulneſs ; let him bear his Croſs 


— „ his Sufferings Couragioully, and his Re- 


tance Willis ly and: Conſtantly. : Let him pity 
70 of all t World. and bras his ſhare of the 
—_ his' Brother: Let him long and ſigla 
wir of Heaven; and let him tremble and 
Lows he hath deſerved the pains of Hell : 
him mix his External Fear, with Temporal 
yferings, preventing God's Judgments, by paſſii . 
me of his own. : Let him groan tor the Labours 
i Pilgrimage; and the ' Dangers of his Warfare, 
od by that time he hath —— up all theſs 
hours, and Duties, and Contingencies, all the 
100K Caſes: Initruments, and acts of Sorrow, he 
find, that for a ſecular Joy and Wantonneſs of 
qirit, there. are not, left many void ſpaces. of 
lr is St. James's Advice, tiz. Be aflicted an 
and weep ; let your. Laughter be turned into 
omg, and Jour Joy —_ . James 4. 5. And 
mainly, Grace mo d into the 
of a Man by Prayer Tang ffliction: Sour 
b Spirit and 11 Af ied Body, Are great In 
Ats of ter th God to a Sinner; and * 
ys dwell at the Gates of Artonement 
firution. 
E befides this, a Delicate: and Pro Lie; 
(mainly contrary to the Hopes of a Ble l Eternity 
he to them that are at eaſe in Sion; as it was f ſaid 
Old : And our- Saviour fays, Woe be to you that. 
A, for you ſbull weep-'; but og fe are they that 
burn, for they ſball be comforted. © Here or hereafter, 
| muſt have our portion of Sorrow: He that goeth 
his way weeping, and beareth good Seed with him, 
er again with Foy, and bring bis freeces 
i zin. And certainly, he t at ſadly confiders the 
nion of Dives, and remembers the account that 
Ia gave him (for! the uinavoidableneſs of his 
unte, was becauſe he had his good things in 
bs Lite) muſt in all reaſon run from Voluptuous 
alures, and faring Deliciouſly every Day, as being 
dangerous Ettaie, and a Cai fi m tion to an Evil; 
| greater 


- 


and ſo more ſafely and willingly ipals through thy 
Eter 
the Death-Bed of a Voluptuous Man, upbraids his 
little and couzening Proſperities; and exacts Pains 
made more ſharp, by patling | 
foft Mind: Therefore he that would Dye Holihy 


criſies, lometimes unknown to us, and very oe 


i 425 


dhe ſtare of it ; he mut ſer, his Houſe in order beföicff 


of Hur, Spirir in Holy things; the uncertainty, of 0 


«4 i - 


greater than all: danger, the Pains and Torments of 
unhappy Souls; and Thetefore, rather: by A bſtinebcep 
Temperance, nd Soberneſs,-and bearing: Afflictions 
We 


ve ſhould preſs-towards. the mark of ou high Calling, 
Regions of ; Death; into a happy: Eternity ; -whith 


aud Happily, muſt in this World love Tears, Humi- 
lity, Solitude, and Repentan ße. 
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0 Self-Examination and « Dayly taking 
account of our Actions, Words and Ti _ 7 
--Of Charity, Prayers," with Practical Retes, 
© 'Inferepces and Direſtions, to fit and prepar 


«+4 * 


r e 7 e 
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\Elf-Examination .3s. of great Moment, in o:de 
to prepare us for a Happy Eternity; for he that 
expetts.ta Dye well, and: paſs inte everlaſting Felt 
tity, muit Dreſs his Soul by a diligent. and trequent 
Scrutiny 53006 mult. perfectly Underitand and Wate 


” 
* 


a very, weighty Reaſon and Neceflity. . f 
As Firſt, If we ſeriouſly conſider the diſorder c 
very Day, the Multitudes of Idle words, the lag 
portion of precieus time ſquandered away in Imper 
Linency, and. Vanity. 5, the Dayly Omiſſions of 0 


Duty,, the coldnels 


he is in a fit {tate of Dying; and for this, there 5 


gur Prayers, the indifferenc 


* 
" 7 
* ” 


& . „ , ol a z 7 
ſecret purpoles, our infinite deceptione, and Hypo? 


not oblerved by us; our deficiency in Charity; on 


being ignorant in how many degrees of puypole an 


- : 5 


adherence of Pride, and à roo; forward: £ 
dn he beſt of our Actions ; o di alnbng che 
Pity that God gives:.us,7and licentious Practices 
for Permillions ; our unſuſpected Sins iii the managing 
4 courſe of Life, certainly Lawſul g beſide; infinite 
-yariety of caſes of Conſcience, that do occur in che 
Life of Man, and in all intercourſes of, every dae 
our Life; aud that the productiens of oy . 
wus and Increaſing: From, thefe many Euilinga and 
Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, We eanhot but find, 
% at the computation of a Man's Life, ris Reflets, 
—"-.fl Vneafie, and intricate Buſineſs, full of Hurry and. 
Wl Dilorder : Aiid therefore to be the more ſafe here, 
and ſecure a future Happinefs, there is all che reaſon 
in the World, rhat we ſhould Daily ſum ug ut 
Accounts, look back, and reflect upon our Actions 


„ae ve cloſe our Eyes, and compoſe out ſerves to the 
Wa ie Images of Death -which Sleep. repreſents... l 
215. Second ly, It we put off our Accoiint, or Reckoning 
1811) to'a Death-Bed Repentance, icr ertream Oldi Age 

ie Sum will be ſo vaſt and intricate; nhat in going 
orden bout to caſt it up, it will ſo confeund us, that ws 
e th all be able to remember nothing but Clamouous aud 
Fel- (ning Sins, and never conſider Particulars, or forget, 


rey many ; or if We. could conſider all that Vt 
ght of neceſſity, we muſt be confounded: with the 
Nultitude and: Variety of our Sins; but if weobſerve; - 
Uche little Paſſages of our Eife, and reduce them intd 
lie order of Accounts; we ſhall find them Multiply: 
bfait, chat it will not only appear to be an eaſe: to 


e large e accounts of our Death Bed, but by the inſtrument 
Imper Shame, will reſtrain the Inundat ion of Evils!; it; 
of outline a thing Intollerable to Chriſtian Modeſty, 0 


erencigeive Sins incroach and increaſe ſo faſt, and Vii 
eu ew up lo low gj to fee every Day ſtained with: 
prous Sins, ar marked with'a leſſer Exil à and fo 
& ſhall be induced to abhbr and forſake them, the 


78 | ; 
le auch tor: Remedies and apply them: For certain it 
1% Man can well :oblerve his own Growth in; 
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Alon, ever Virtue is to be : exerciſed.) The ] x 


*may''go to God as to a. Spiritual Guide, ang 


Grace, „ # 
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is The.Chriftian Monitor, Fart ll 
Dirt, biit by accounting the ſeldomer returns of 
| are. frequent Victory over Temprations ; 
anll grorder wrhis Dayly Self-Examination. And to 
Anis end ir2was- that St. Paul Wrote before the re- 
Eetving the Holy Sacrament, viz. Let a Man examine 
oy , an % 2 This Precept was 
= in thoſe Days, when they Communicated ey 
—— a ace 3 — hy thought 
ent ; an will appear exceeding nece 
e conſider Sericuſly, —＋ the Day of Judg- 
ment ,verpidle Word, every looſe and vain Thought, 
not only the largeſt lines of Life, but every Branch 
and Circuinttance of every Action, ſhall be called to 
a fevem Account ; inſomuch, that Woe be to eren 
the moſt innocent Life if | — ſhould ſcrutinize it, with 
ent a watxture of Mer er the ſrverity of his 
Feſtice ;, in 7 n * mich, St. Tun] Admo- 
niſhes us to judge _ ſelves, aud ſo we ſhall nt le 
9 The beit way to avoid God's 
er, is to angry with bur Sins and our ſelves, 
for; og NO againſt him, to examine our Actions 
and: condemnithe Criminal; ſo by being Aſſeſſors in 
God's Tribunal, at leaſt ways we. ſhall obtain the 
favour of: the Court. '.As: therefore every Night, 
dur Bed is a Memorial of our Grave, ſo let. our 
Thoughts at our lying. down, bare an Image of the 
Day f Judgment g; let us imagine we hear the Iium- 
. 5 and —— that terrible Voice of Ariſe jt 
Dea and rome to Judgnient ; the which (as St. Ber- 
rd lage) if it were always-in our Thoughts, would 
deter us from a mniltitude of: Evils, which by our 
fupine Sloath; and drowſineſs of Spirit, {teal imo 
our Hearts and ciowd upon our Souls: And fo ne- 
ceſſary this was thought by Hithagoras, though but 
Heathen Philoſopher, chat. _ — — Scholar 
#9t+ 70 f& to Mere on the R nf their Senſes, 
before . re . recalled to mind, the: Coneei- 
ab and: Accidents af the 2 
* Let us Chriitians A ftrider Senſe, 'exa» 
miſe what we have committed againſt the Divine 


What 


4 N . 
* 
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Te what we have nn of our Duty, and in | " tc 


kart Hl. The Chriſtian Monitor. 15 
what meafure we have made uſe of the Divine 
ns: WM Grace, to ther purpoſes of Virtue and Religion, 
w Wl jojning Reaſon. as a Judge to the Legiſlative Mind 
or Conſcience ;, that as a Law-Giver and Judge it 
adj reign there ; by which means, Chriſt's King- 
zom will be ſer up in our Hearts, and ſo we ſhall 
always Live in the Eyes of our Judge, by the mea- 
{ues of Reaſon, Religion, and ſober Councils: 
And the Benefit we ſhall receive by this Chriſtian 
Faftice, will be a comfortable Death, enabling us 
{wilingly to meet the King of Terrors, and patiently 
ſuffer him to open the. Gate of Mortality, to give 
our Souls a joyful entrance into a Bleſſed Eternity. 
And to this Self- Examination, joyn CR and 
be fruitful in good Works, becauſe they are Prepa- 
ntory and Impetratory of the Grace of Repentance, 
and are Fruits of Repentance. Wherefore St. 
Chryſoftome tells us, That. * without Ans is 
Dead, and without Wimgsi,; ſo that it can never ſoar'u 
pards to the Element of Lore. And St. Hierom tells 
ws, He never 2emembers. to bave Read, that any iChart- 
tale Perſon Dyed an Evil Death: And long experience 
has let us ſee, that God's Mercy uſually deſcends on 
Charitable Perſons, as the Dæw defcended on Gideuns 
Fleece when all around it was Dry. Thus (ſays 
bbiar) at (delivers oni Death : And the Wiſe Son f 
dich tells us, that Alms make an Attonement for dme 
Iden Faith. fails, and Chaſtity is uſeleſs, :and Tem- 
prance ſhall be na more, then Charity ſhall bear us 
u Wings of Cherubims to the Glorious Pallace or 
F Kings, even to the Eternal Mountain 
of the Lord. Cyrus the Perfiau Emperor, though a 
teathen, had the reward of his Good Works in his 
by, When on his Death- Bed he ſaid, I bare been 4 
over of Mankind, and a Friend, and Aer ciful, ani 
wel expert to rommunicate in that great kindneſs that 
even that great God who 1s the Father of Men 
ud Merties + Bur this only done on a Dearh-Bed, . 
$;of no more Value than a Death-Bed Repentance; 
uwe muli do it in Health and Strength, when we 
en keep and injoy wok we give, if we pleaſe; we 
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| 20 | The Chriſtian Moniroß- Part ll. 
| - muſt do-itfreely and cheerfull , willingly, and wit 
out grudging.: Ler us not Le Kine our Lie 
when we are to deſcend into the Houſe! of /Darkneſs 
for that is like bringing a glaring: Torch ſuddenly 
into a Dark Room, which rather amazes the Eye 
than delights it: But if our Tapors have in their 
- -conſtant courſe deſcended into their Grave, crowned 
all the way with Light, then let the Death-Bed 
Charity be double, and the Light ſhine brighteſt Nn © 
when it is to Illuminate your Hearſe; and it will, N erp 
by the remembrance of what has been done in Com Wii 
-paſſion and Mercy, abate much of the weight of Df 
Death. For when a Dying: Man perceives a Cloud ikude 
of - Darkneſs about to overſpread hum, and is incom- Mkinly: 
Paſſed with Sorrow when ne feels the weight of 2 Nu C 
Sickneſs, and does not feel the refreſhing Beams of Mili ſuc 
God's loving K indnefs; and has many things to um, a 
trouble him, looking mind about, and ſeeing no Wiſh 
Comforter; then let him cal to mind what Injuries WW 
de has forgiven, how apr, he has. been to pardon all Miinjal. 
Affronts and recalled Perſecutions; how he has Em- ray 
braced Peace when it was offered him, and how he 
'  Jallowed- after Peace when it fled from him: Let 
um remember the Alms he has given, tlie Naked ſid acc 
Be has Cloathed, the Hungry he has Fed; and theſe ſer, F. 
will be. Solid Comferts to him, when all outward e, w 
things will yield. him no C 3 but: rather M S 
make themſelves Wings to fly away from him, when ur fe 
ae might expect mojt from rhem: Therefore, as dt. ; p. 
' Gemeut Adviſes, I hon babe any thing in your hand, WP, Vatc 
* give it, tbat it may work. to.:the Remiſſion of Sint, fat ur 
| Faith and Aims, Sins are. Puged. 
And now above all have recourſe to fervent 
Prayer; fo there is no! greater Argument in the 
Woild of dur Spiritual danger and un willingneſs 10 
Religion, than: the bachwardneſs too many have 
to this main Duty 3 when. all is no other thana de- 
ring God to give us the greateſt and beſt things 
. weiland in need of, and which can only make us 
Happy: It is a Duty fo Eaſie, ſo Honourable, and to 
o great a pupoſe, that in all che Inſtances _ — 
4? 8 Wh TEINS | 6 . NI 18 


pt * — 
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Ga - God hath net given us a greäter Agument 


his! Willingneſs te have us ſuvéd, of his Good. 


+ and infinite Condeſcention, than by rewarding 


beate a Duty with ſo great al Bleſſing: : It is an 


of Grace, and the higheſt Honour, that we wo 


be but Duſt and A ſhes, are admitted to ſpeak to the 
erna God, to run to him as to a Father . to lay 


een dur Wants, and to complain of dure Rirthens-; 


wort and Cbündil, Health and Salvation inbtiſe 


of Death: And all 'Efficaciois Prayer miiſf be 


w explicate our: Scruples, to beg Remedy and Eaſe, 
kde with Faith and Hope, that is, we' mult ber- 


Milly believe we ſhall receive the Grace Which: God . 


th Commanded us to aſk ; and we muſt have Hope 


kr ſuch things as he hath permitted us to deſire of ? 
kin, and ſo our Hope ſball not be in dain in the. Lord.; 


Mogh'we miſs: Wat is not 1 
dale we ſliall at leaſt: have an equal _—y it 
Pnjal; as in the Grant; and therefore, we fm 
ways take care to aſk ſuch things as are Innocent, 
Neceſſary, or - Profitable to us, aud not Tuch things 
my be Hurtful or Unlawful ; and ſo we- ſhall 


d acceptance, if our Prayers be Deyout and Sin- 
2 Fervent, Intenſe, and Impörtunate: And to 


bis; we are vehemently prefled- in many Paſſages er 
ly Scripture, viz. Continue inſtanth) in Prayers 
Wor fervently. jn Prayer Ng b: and Day; pra) exceed- 
Wy: pray always with all Prayer. So St. Im Phraſes 
% Watching unto Prayer ; praying earneftly : And our 
iour tells us, that Men ought- always to pray and 
to fainr,that is, fiequently, at all convenient Seaſons: 
In all Forms of Prayer, -mingle'ypur* Pet it ions with 
ſtunkſgiving,that you may endear the preſem Prayer 
bd the future. Bleſliog, © by returning Praiſe and 
unks for what is already received +5 And 4 Bt 


r Adviſes, viz. Be careful for nothing 5 vn 2 


ing. y Prayer and Suplication, let your requeſts Fe 


ue Kuowi unte God., And in all- G Prayers, We 


Iult de. careful to attend that Duty With a firm pre- 


J of Mind, not utter ing our thoughis to Wand ar; 


or » > 
_ ” 
. 


\ 
# - 


— — - 


ae be diſtant f our a much lefs be 8 N 
20. them. ; and if our thoughts do thus ſtray at ; 
time, and divert upon other Objects, we ant bring 
them back again with prudent aud e Arts; 
all means ya — N a Diligent, 2 Sober, I f 
2 0 6n Spirit : And in approach 

ing ra 3 NN _ 120 it be done With 
2 — le Awe and Reverence, with Gravi 

e z and if at any time we feel our Spixin 
apt ſto wander. in our Prayers, and to-retire into the 

orld, uſe Prayer to be Affiſted 10 Pra Jayer ; pray fo 

the: irit of Supplication, and for a Sober, Fiz 
and Recollected Spirit: And when to this you a0 
a moral Induſtry, to be ſteady in your Tiougin 
whatſoever wanderings after this do return irreme 
diably, are a miſery of Nature, and an Imperfectic 
but no Sin whilit it is not ae Or Cheriſhed 

As often as poſlible, frequent Publick Prayers, an 
omit. no qpportunity to Participate of rhe. Bleſſed 
Comforts of the Holy Sacrament;; be often in Medi 
tat ions and deep Contemplations, Mort Ejaculations 
and Supplications; of Whiclitheſe few _ 
may be proper on many Occaſions, vis. : 


1. Out of the Depths have, I hel ugup 1 0 Lon 


tou my: cy, let thine Hors be: tener 20: "ers 5 
Suppiicarion, -. 


thou -Lord Hula 2 mark Tuiquitice: 1 6 fall pn 


rea; vi But there is forgis cg with ige iat thou may" i 


3. eds thy face O Lord fen my Sing, and blot 24 
all mine Iniquites : Create in me. a clean heart O God 
end reuem a Ebi, Spirit wit bin me. . O 1,4, ith 

4. Hear my Prayer, O Lord, 6 4 e my; delve 


Prayer be et for th in th „Ac the Incenſe 
255 74 t of 720 Bani — — an. nes _ 


5 enter not into Ju — agar 11% Sn j 


ee Hall uo Man irong be juſ : Teach mi 
4 5 the things, that pledſeth thee, for thou art my G 
te thy loving Siri lead ne . th into the an. 0 
| 5 "IEEE - 42 99; 
X . 3 | * 


2 1 


O remember not the Sins of my Youth, nor my Tranſ-- 
, hut - 2. to = ercies remember me 

auinefe fake, 0 rd. 

Look reſtoreth my Soul ; be leadeth me in — 

Hh oef, s for 15 Names ; ſake : Yea, though I walk 


6 1 art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff do 
2 me O Lord thou ha 77 ada the . 7 "7 
; thou Hatt redeemed my 1 6 om Death. 


ids Heaven, with fervent Devotion, w 

Soul upon the Wing, and bear it in audent 1 

s and divine Breathings and Pautings after the 
ater of Lite, to the Gates of thoſe Glorious Man» 


th what Vi Srtwgs and Graces 4 b £ 
i be Forvified,” and Arm himſelf againſt the 
Frar of Death, to make his Life e 
and to Dye in a Ay * W to 55 ever- 


uach Hap 


| fomerimes when it enters ſufprizingly like a 
If, with an. affrighring Vizour, or in the Night, 
lrangely. amazes and ſtartles good Men; and 


Warts againit che: fear ef Death. And, 
wit, He that would nor be 2id)of, Death, muſt 


and ſirengthen his Spirits with che proper In- 
ments of Chriſtian Fort itude: He muit not be 
& fond of Life, nor proud of any Circumitances 
| & attends it, but fit and prepare himſelf to bear 
Wiions, and ſuffer with Patience the Doubles 
wr this World ſhall put upon him. „„ 
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of the ſhadow of Death, I wil fear np 


Theſe, and fuck like Þious, Expreſſions. dry 


i 
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H HE fear —- es 1 have ſewed, 3 is Ler- 
rible to thoſe who are not_prepated for Death; 


krefore 1 ſhall propoſe Brief, ſome Remedies _ 


lit to Contemn the World, and. the Vanities of 


—— — 


_ 


we _- 5 8 A. DIE: vs 


„ , ehre, Mili, Pani 


Secondly, He muſt be Fortified with Chrigiz 
— i Which is à great Security againſt the fe 
of Death to 88 * — Evil it ban bring u 


| | Hs then by all Spiritual Ways fort ifie him N again 


worlt that may befal him in that Evil L Day: 

nim endeavour to be in love with the Felicities 
_ Saints and Angels; for being once firmly grounde 
in @ Belief, chat there is a condition of Livin 
better than this; that there are Creatures mor 
Noble than himſe}f ; a Country far exceeding thi 
5 9 and Sp jendour for Which he-is de 

; it will valle his 2 to be Converfan 
with £5 Yo and an Inhabitant of thoſe Gloriou 

anſions Above, into which none but Death, 

the Porter to open the Gates of Mortality, cat 
let him ; and then thoſe Deſires will render hig 


— — . Fiſh 54 oo Bey i Cbriſt ** 
and eden with God 125 For Clritt Dyed for 1 
that whether we Wake or 3 we might live 12 0 


with him. Then we ſhall be free from Luſt and Envy 
Fear and Rage; from Covetoiſneſs and © Sorrow 
from Raſhneſs and Cowardice ; then we ſhall — 
ſtrange things, and - know new Propoſiti ions, 
—— r do higher purpoſes, and in another m 

: And when we have ſurmounted all theſe ik 
— we may truly. ſay with St. Paul, O Death 
where is thy Sting . O Grave where in thy V tory | 1 7h 


Jing w Death 1 in, and the ſtrength of Sin is the Lan; 


but thanks be to 'God, who ga, us the. *. 10 cb 
dur Lord Jeſus Cbrig. Dugi . a 
But after all This, I will not fay that-it 12 
toll be afraid of Death; no, Life is a ſweet 
YE ages thing to all Creatures; ; and God has giv 
ite to Man to improve it, even here, to his 
Glory and Honour, by all the ways of Piety and 


—_ that be m receive in the Gen 


— 
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un laid up for thoſe that are faichfillyn 
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JF a Man or Woman lives never fo long and happy | 
in this World, yet ought they not to refrain en- 

pitaining their Thoughts with frequent Conſidera- 

pos and Remembrances of their Dying-Hour 4 bor 

this is a Duty incumbent on all, ſeeing all ate montah, 

nd there is nothing more certain than Death; an 

þ to have a very great care, chat the Joys of this 

Lit: do not ſo ingroſs and take up our Thoughts, as 

þ make us forget the Days of Dar nefs which are 

ping on, to ſucceed the Sun-ſhine of this Life's 

nvyMWoberity, which Days will be many more, and laſt 

now Eee longer, rhan chi longeſt Life of Happt- -/ 

1all ſeas we can'promile our ſelves here, though our Days 

s; rl de many upon Earth, and in tlioſe Days of Dark- 

r man- che things of this World ſhall nothing avail us; 
diff ſhall ſee the Light of the Sun no more, but be 

Bd up in the gloomy Receſſes of the lonely Grave, 

mmoulder into Duſt, and there the Body ſhall con- 

Wie inſenſible of any thing all the ſpace between 

E Day of our Death and the Day of the Reſurre- 

Wn, till by the Almighty Power of God it ſhall be 

ed out of this fatal Slumber into a State of Ever- 

ing Life and Activity: For though we dye we 

We a fure Promiſe that the Grave ſhall not have 

Ways Power to detain -our Bodies; our ſcattered 

At wall be collected, and we ſhall ariſe at the ge- 

. Reſurrection to be . Happy or * 


* 


* 

. 
* 
o 


os 
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ble. The Confideration of which ſhould make os 
lead ſuch Lives, in:all Godlineſs and Honelly, that 
when ever our appointed Time comes, we. need not 
fear to Dye; and the beſt way to prepare us for 
happy. Chapge, is frequently to remember we ate 
moxtal Creatures, and how long ſoever we may live 
yet at laſt -we muſt reſign our Breath. It was the ere w 
Council of St. Chryſoftom, That we ſhould always le {Wrcans 
*knockmg at the Gates of the Grave, and then the Gran | 
could have 0 Power over ws to our hurt; that is, con- MWVint : 
tinually to meditate on Death and Eternity. And Nou pr. 
his ene Remembrance of our Mortality is four- 


zlis 


ded on ſuch conſpicuous Reaſons, and 1s ſo obvious ; 
to the Conſcience of every conſidering Man, that MW d 
not only the Chriſtians, but even the Heathen Phi- {lat for 
Joſophers, had a great regard to it, and taught their Ns nov 
TPollowers ſo to. do; nay more, even that our Lives N que 
-Ought to be a conſtant Meditation of Death; and ſo iſ! my 
the Scripture commands us to wait all the Days of our {Wivourim 
_nppouited Time, till our Change comes. We ſould be bove 2 
meditating of Death in Health and Proſperity as {Wiorrors 
well as in Sickneſs or Adverſity, and ever look upon Wt for! 
.our ſelves as borderers on Eternity, ſtill taking cas Mp'epariny 
to mingle our Delights with ſad Remembrances of Mppeara 
our Mortality, and, not ſuffer the Pleaſures of this M wi 
Life to divert our Thoughts from that impending pu to ti 
Fate which will ere long ſet an everlaſting Periol Alas, 
| both to them and that; and in ſo doing it wil rliev 
greatly moderate our Affections to the World, and If from 
allay the Gayety and Vanity of our Minds, putting, being 
us upon impioving aur preſent Enjoyment of Things can n 
20 the beſt purpoſes, fore-arming our Minds agaiuſi jeloend t 
the Terrors of Death, and js neceſſary to excite and till 
quicken our Preparations for Frernity, mlt ye 
Now what can modeiate our Affections to ths, whe 
World more powerfully, when we aie ſuriounced ill have 
Avith Delights and Pleaſures that five wholly g led 11 
take up our Minds, and ſtut our Eyes againſt all I} Grace 
Aurit ies, than to conſider all thoſe Delights and Plea-Mith you 
- Fures are but flattering Dreams; that they are butWmury, 
Momentary ; and that, re long we muſt go cown . 


+ x 


- 
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| he lence of the Grave, and leave all the Comforts 
that this World can furniſh us withal behind us g and, 
n they can afford no Comfort or ConLolatien 2- - 

for MN, even upon our Death-Beds, they ſeem tobe. 
2 are al! a e a 
live, Wo 1171 5j; TO col enen ang 
: the ere we may fancy, we hear a Dying Man in the 
Groans and Anguiſh of his Soul, calling to them in 
ye helpleſs and impotent things 1 
all your boaſted Comforts 2 


us and mock our fooliſh Hopes, an * 
baffled Expectations; to Scorn and Derilion. And 


that me, Who ſo much dcated on you,, 
Phi- ut far away the Evil Day, which 


& 8 2+ „ 


o_ ut to tlliis purpoſe. ; 
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And thus you ſee, ſetting our Hearts on the things Fart: 
.of this World nothing avails us in the Hour or "2 
Death, kut rather adds to. our Miſery when we are Mi” ag 

juried away from them to paſs into an Eternal 5 

rate : To cool and allay then the Ardour of our ˖ 
. AﬀeRtions to the World, It is highly needful for w 

Frequently to have our Latter End in Remembrance; | lit 
confidering, that here we have no tarrying City, that I en 
we are Pilgrims on Earth, and know not how ſoon 1 \ 
-we may be called from hence. 8 . 


Aga 


And now, the beſt way to allay the Vanity and 

Gaiety of. our Minds, (which are too apt to be Elated v ente 
with the Pleaſures and Delights of rhis World, I ne 
hilt we are incompaſſed with them, which renders | 


us too Frolick and Joval to take any ſerious Im- 1121 
preſſions, eſpecially of long continuance ; ) is fe- of fou! 

. quently o remember our departure hence, and that Body v 
tir Day is far ſpent, and the Night of Death is A 
Haſting to over-thadow all Light and Vain Tempers, vel r 
Looſe Company, or Gay Ideas of our ſelves, the in 1; 
Pride of our own Wit, Wealth, Beauty or Finery, be \ 
with. which too many are apt to flatter themſelves. R 
as well, as with frothy Mirth and vain Diſcourſes nr B 
and therefore to fix ſuch volatile Tempers, and to Fer 
render them capable of Wiſe and Serious Thoughts kutie 
I would adviſe them ſeriouily to Meditate on theſq tnve. 
things. As for Inſtance, when in the Night yo Acai 
are Hiding your ſelf in your Pomp and. Splendour“ — : 
an autward Condition, think rhus with your ſelf Han Fe 
Alas, the time will ſhortly come, when this Beit % 


which now is as Soft and as Gay as the Sleep, an 
The Sins it entertains, muſt be the recumbency of m 
'Eanguifhing and Death: Here I muit unavoidabl 
Expire ; and all my Wealth, Wit, or Beauty, wi 
not be able to relieve me, or hinder the fatal ſtrok 
.of Death. In that ſad Hour, all' I can boait of, wil ; 
de no more able to relieve me, than the Land, Co 
En my Walls or on my "Hangings ; then may 1 2 
tuccetsfully addreſs. my Telf to my Pictures, and t 

10 entertain my Mirth and Luxuries with them, © 
40 pleale my Ear with Lilning to painted Sound 


* . 


bing MW... Garisfie m Hunger with the Image of a Feaſt 
we Half an Eaſe or Satisfaction with the 4 


35 10 3 m | the 
Gay things 1 am fo Proud of; and when at length 
ternal j have aghey and groaned away my fleet ET 
f our men muſt I be removed from all my Attendance an 


for us oral Companions, into r and lonely Grave, 


ance ; Bi alitary and narrow ſpace of Earth, where all my 
that ent $ lendour lbs Expire, whilſt I become a 
7 foon ad Victim to the Gaſtly King of Terrors, laid up 
pthe Morning of the Reſurrection 
y and WY Again, when the Morning Dawns, and you ariſe 
-lated W,carertain your Vanity with 2 a Wit and Beauty,. 
old, I ine Cloaths, and the like, then feriouſly . conſider 
nden ein your ſelf, that all this Gaiety and Splendour in 2 
Ittle time will avail you nothing: All the objects 
of four Pride will utterly forfake you ; your Beautiful 
Jody will be waſted into Rottenneſs and Corruption, 
yur ſhining Forehead muſt be overcaſt and clouded 


npers ih a clammy Sweat; your ſparkling Eyes watk- 
„ the in like a ſullied Mirror; your Tuneſome Voite* 
ner) ow Weak and Faint as a diitant Eccho ; and all 

ſelves tiole Roſes and Lillies that Nee ſo Charming ia 
_ pur Beautious Cheeks, be hlaſted by Death and 


vither into a Deadly Paleneſs, and all your comely 
2 be ſhrouded in the Horrors of a loathſome 
We. g 

Again, after your repaſt to allay and temper your 
warts and Luxuries, that otherways will be apt to 
Bel you. tod far; ſeriouſly conſider with your ſelf, 
| lat thole which are already in the Repoſitory. of 
ttt Dead ſhut up in ſilence, once Feaſted and Spotted 
ou have done, but now are become a Prey to 
Jorms, and Cloathed with Corruption; and it you 
uld go down into a Charnel-Houſe, and there for 
vhile ſurvey the numerous Trophies of V ictorieus 


J 40 at once was covered with comely and curled Locks 
n 1 Hair like yours, and ſee tioſe Holes that ance 
ound flled with ſparkling Eyes, whole Luſtre could: 


ale the Beholders with their darted Rays, and 
—_— ge = looked- 
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Jooked as charmingly as yours: Thoſe hollow pits them te 
"wee once covered with Cheeks as ſmooth and amia. rent, 

dle as yours; that Mouth which gives a Ghaſtly coofide 
Erin, once 1miled Gracefully, and. ſpoke as Elo- Earth 
quently, and with as mich Fluency. as yours; and ele 
Then it is your part ſerioufſy to feflect, that in 2 |" that 
little time, Foul know not how foo you muſt be in 2"! 
the ſame State ; your Bones perhaps mingled with f 
theſe Bones, and repieſenting all their Horrors with {M#* Ho 
a2 Noſe ſunk, Faws gaping, Mouth grining, and de © 
Worms crawling in thoſe empty holes in which at a NPE: 
prefent your Eyes 10ll to and fro'in Amorouz relling 
- Glances 5 and peradventure, 4 J dad engendering in Fs 
that Erain'thar is now ſo full of fprightly Thoughts leave 1 
and gay Concept ions. bt r. 
Theſe, and thHe'Jike Serious Conſiderations of outer 
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Mortality, will doubtleſs put us in Mind of Aiming 
t higher and better things than the Vanity of this 
Ald can afford us, even to'preſs forward to gain 
Future World of Endlefs Happineſs; and avoid 
that: of Fudlefs Torments; for although theſe 
Morlds are the moſt ſerious things in the World to 
be conſidered of, yet being both Future and Inviſible, 
Vain and Senſual Minds are not ſo capable of ap- 
prehending them, and therefore Rand in need of 
ſtrong and preſſing Motives to enforce a Conſidera- 
tion of the State after this Life is ended, which 
muſt be either Happy or Miſerable for ever; there- 
fore let us take a ſpeedy care to entertain our ſelves 
with the thoughts of them by degrees, that ſo we 
may wear off the Levity and Vanity of our Minds, 
and compoſe our Minds into fiich-a degree of Atter- 
tion and Serioulneſs, as is needful to qualifie us for 
thoſe Religious and Divine Conſiderations that 


muſt ſet us forward in our way; and without which, ny 
we are 83 of expecting to become ou 33 
ee e e ſe 


ts come. | | Fs 
Again, to have Mortality very frequent in out 
Remembr ance, even in the midſt of our molt prol- 
: perous Circumſtanees, is a neceſſary means _ 
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them to the beſt Improvement of n 
nent, and turn them to the beſt Purpoſes; therefore 
wulider, here we have no long abiding, but are on- 
fth Pilgrims and Strangers, travelling ro a Country 
were we are to expect the Fulneſs of the Enjoyment 
that Happineſs which here we have but a flender 
faneſt in the utmoſt Felicities this World can afford 
: and therefore to toil our ſelves to — up Riches, 
aud Houſe to Houſe, and Field to Field, as if we” 
were to Continue on this {ide the Grave for ever, is” 
ſupend ious over-ſight: For what Merchant, tra- 
relling into a far Country to get Riches, would buy 
farms and build Houſes, when he knows he muit- 
leave the Place and them behind, to return in a" 
dort time by a 1trizt Command ? No; he will rather 
convert them to ſuch precious Mayables, if he be a 
Vie Man, ns are eaſily portable, and that he can 
afry along with him waen ever he makes his re- 
tear, And indzed, if we confider ſerioufly as we 
ogit to do, it is a main Queſtion, as ſome Men uſe 
ts Riches, whether it would not be better for 
tem to be deſtitute of them.? For either thæy -in, i: 
{ten into a Miterableneis by their being over=* . 
(Ferou3, or lavih them inte Riot and- Luxury.” 
Tre firit of the.e we plainly find impoveriſhes, and 
tte latter turniſhes them with grievous Pains, and- 
dten with loatnfome Diſeaſes : For in this cale 
mM with a ſpaik of Reaſon can confider a penulious- 
wverous Man to be happy, in what he perhaps, with- 
flnite Toil, has heaped up; and too frequently” 
this is done by Extertion and Oppreſſion, by DB 
turing of Widows Houſes, drinking, as 1 may 
frm it, their fill of deplorable O:phans: Tears; and- 
gunding the Face of the Poor; when all his Wealth. 
amounts to no more than to increaſe his Need; for 


— 


before, he needed what he was delili ute of, but now 


te needs what he hath, for want of a Heart to enjoy 
n as well as what he hath not; his own covetous 

lies hindering him from taſting the Sweets of 
viat he has ſtored up, by puſhing lim on to increale 


4, and render him itill reſtle.s and uneaſie in any 


„ Station: 


A 
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Station: Or if on the other hand he launches into 
Luxury and Riot, here he is intangled in Miſery 
and Uneaſineſs ; by rhis* he conſumes his Health, gel 
and waſtes his Eflate; ſo that whereas it found hin / Se 


poor and well, it now leaves him poor and in a ſick- con ſi 
iy Condition. And in general, the poſſeſſion of 9090 
Riches in thoſe that know not how to uſe them a- Ml d 
right, does but ſwell and bloat them up, rendering | 
them prond and infolent, oppreſſive and griping, or S 1 
ampers aud enrages their Luft, ſtretching out their {c 
5 ires into an inſatiable vaitneſs, and what is worſe, WM {im j 


fill their Minds full of Cares, and wound their Con- 
ſeiences with the poiſonous Arrows of innumerable 


Guilts ; and by all thefe ſad Effects inflames the Pain 

| Reckoning, with God, treaſiering up Wrath againſt the Muy to 
—_—_ Ft. > | 1; an 
Fou all theſe dire Effects befal Men for neglecting, ¶ Iapta 
or not regarding, to meditate and ſeriouſly conſider wiſhing 
t their Latter End; for did they but reflect on the N ra 
little time that is before them to enjoy the Comtoits Wliifered 
of this Life in, and that how. loon they know not kt hon 
hey ſtall be ſtrip'd of them all; and as Naked they d it, h 
came into the World, ſo Naked they ſtall paſs out u Sum 
of it through the Cold Embraces of Death; and Mnſing 


That once departed hence, they ſhall have nothing of 
all their Wealth to ſubſiſt on to Eternity, but only 
the Charitable Deeds they have done with them, 
the Oppreſſions they have eaſed, the Neceſlities they 
© Have relieved, the Hungry Bellies they have filled, 
the Naked Bodies they have Cloathed. Theſe, and 
ſuch like Confiderations, would awaken them out 
of the Lethargy of Sin and ſoft Delights, and 
affright or lead them to a ſpeedy Repentance ere 
ath ſteals upon them as a Thief in the Night, and 
lays them up to Eternal Ages. 
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4 Sick and D ing Man's Circumſtances nearly 


conſidered, with proper Directions what be 


4 


ght to do during the time of bu. Sickie fe | 


and at his Dying Hour. r Jie 
S the Fall of Man brought Sin into the World, 


ſo Sin entailed Death on all tlie kein of | 
* 


{im ; though this Death which we pay as a 

vo Nature happens ſundry ways, ſometimes Violently, 
net imes by a ſuddain Swprrze, and at other times 
ly Pains and tedious Sickneſs. Man has but one 


ry to come into the World, but many to go out of 


; and the Devil is always moſt buſie with his 


Temptations, when we are caſt upon a Bed of Lan- 


wiſhing, or when he can diicern Death is nearly 


qaroaching us; though it is certain, God has not. _ 


kffered him to know the preciſe time of our Death, 
ft however, upon the appearances: and Jiketyhood 


dit, he is always moſt buſie: Then it is our part 
v Summon all our Force to reſiſt him, and not 
ming in our own ſtrength teo far: We muſt. 


ky help on one that is Mighty, who is both able 
ud willing to aſſiſt us in the time of our Tryal ; 
ud has promiſed never to leave or forſake us when 
r rely npon him, and put our whole Truſt and 
lmfidence in him, by a ſtrong Faith and Dependence: 
a his Mercy. He will hear our Sighs, our Groans, 
ar Prayers, our humble Complainiugs and dolorous 
123 and aſſiſt us with his Holy Spirit, to 
ble us to overcome thoſe Temptations that would 
lract and diſorder our ſerious Thoughts, if we ſet 
vt our Minds fully to reſiſt them. 


To this end, we muſt fortifie our ſelves with 


tence, all we are able, and take care our com- 


ing in Sickneſs, be without deſpair, for that is 


Kogatory to the Goodneſs of Almighty God, who. 
b able to ſave ta the utmoſt, all that come unto 
in. And if this Danger -beſet us in Sickneſs, * 
| | | al 
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muſt implore Aid, as I ſaid, from Above; and op- Wp,cdor 
poſe Hope againit 'fo dangerous an Enemy to our and he 

- SBuuls ; pray to God tor Help and Remedy; ſend we are 
for the Spititual, Guide to Pray with us and Inſtruck I pe 
us; and uſe all Holy Exerciſes and Acts of Grace 1d to 


:oper to the ſtate of Sickneſs; let our Conplainings il 4, inp 
N Soft and Gentle, without Murmuring, for Mur- 
muring's a Sin againſt God's Providence and Govern- * 
ment, by it we grow 1ude, and like the fallen An-“ 
gels, diſpleaſed at God's Supremacy, having a better vie of 
opinion of our ſinful Selves, than of the Divine elf 
Juſtice which inflicts the Sickneſs on us. or, 
Againſt this, oppoſe that pait of Patience which N Iveſor 
reſignes a Man into the hands of Ged, ſaying, with Fan 
Old- Hli, It is the Lord, let hm do what he will, and Fu C 
thy Will be done on Earth as it w in Heaven. And ſo 
by Admiring and Adoring God's Juſtice and Wi- Lord 
dom, it dilpoſes us to recexve Mercy, and ſecures us} Her 
the rather in the Grace of God : And the proper 
Acts of Repentance are, to Confeſs and Ackrowlecge rein 
our Sins, . Mercy and Forgrvenels, ard Praite þl lis 
God fromthe loweſt Abyſſe of humble Mitery ; ard 
- fo your Complainings muſt be without Frowaldneis in 
or Peeviſhnel? ; but bear all things with a Patiert p in 
Reſignat ion to the Will of Cod, and this wil And 
Sanctifie your Sickneſs to you, ald render your Dc-W pra, 
parture our of this Life comfortable, and without hint, 
thoſe Terrors that an Impatient, and diſtracted Sick time 
neſs brings upon Men. — Whiitues 
And now is the time, when a ſtrong. and ſteady bvs, 2 
Faith appears moſt neceſſary; for it is the Founda-WiMh ys: + 
tion of a good Lite, and of all our Hopes, without hes: 
which we can neither Live nor Dye well: It is à ſpent: 
Grace that in time of Sickneſs we ſhall unavoidabhy i our 
itand in need of to ſupport our Spirits, to fuſtail mentec 
our Hopes, to alleviate our Sickneſs, and to prevent as 
eſpair; it is that which muſt bear our Souls up, OE. 1.1 
God's Promiſes, and make us Patient under ou an 
Sufferings, even unto Death. And in this Cale, iq en 7 
strengthen our Faith, is to have a firm Reliancq g 67 
on God's. Mercies. and- Gracious Promiſes — bo iture 
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Pudon and Remiſſion of our Sins, upon a true 


ind hearty Repentance ; for with ſuch a Faith, 


we ue ahle ro quench all the fiery darts of Satan, and 
fl his Nrongeſt , Temptations and crafty Wiles, 
ad to quicken and*entiven- our Faith, it will not 
je improper'at this time, to uſe ſuch ſhort Ejacula- 
tons as 'thefe which will be greatly to our Comforr. 

; [C1133 i N | 


[know and am perſwaded by the Lord Feſid; that 
vie of ws liveth to himſelf, and that wm Man dyeth unto 
knſelf ; for whether we hve, we live unto the Lord; or 
wether we dye, we dye unto the Lord; whether we lire 
tlerefore or dye me are tbe Lord's. Rom. 14. 14. 7, 8 
"If ny Man Sin, we have an Advocate with the Father 
5% Crit the' Righteous, and he is the Propitiation. for 
SN fan #55312 ©7304 pi Fs on 
Tord, to whom ſhall Igo om thee ? thou haſt the words 
fErernal Life. John 6. 68. W 
(table je from Man whoſe Breath is in his Naſtrils; for 
erent 1s he to be accounted of 7 Iſa. 2. 22. But the Just 
fied BY Fail. Rom 1,17 + © Ge 
Lord, make'me ftedfa# and unmoveate, always abound- 
w.in the work of the Lord, for. T know that my Labour 
wt in tain in the Lord. 1 Cor. 15. 583. * 
And uſe ſhort Prayers to this purpoſe; as likewiſe 
v Pray for Grace and tlie Affiilance of the Holy 
brit,” which will be of Admirable Conſolation 
b time of Tryal, when all Chriſtian Graces and 
ſitues are needful to ſupport us under our Suffer- 
ws, and the Temptations that beſet us; and then 
tt us inquire into the Repentance of dur former 
ves : Let us now ſupply the Imperfection of that 
lepentance, by a general and univerſal Sorrow for 
ll our Sins known and unknown, repented and un- 
mented of, even Sins. of Ignorance. or Infirmity, as 
was Clamorous and Whilpering Sins; the Sins of 
andal; and the Sins of a ſecret Conſcience of the 
en and of che Spirit. For, The Sacrifices of God are tt 
Fen ſpirit,” a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
Wt not defpiſe. And being thus prepared, we may 
Riture upon the Holy Sacrament, the Pledge 2 


— 
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Dear Redeemer's Love taken in Remembrance oſ him, 
with all the Benefits of his Death and Paſſion if 
worthily received; and thus a Man, having by all 
the Acts of Religion made his Peace 2 5 God: 
When the Veil is rent, and his Soul departs to its 
Native Country, then great is the ſoy even in He- 
ven; no ſooner are the Priſon-Doors of Mortality 
unlocked by the grim King-of Terrors in the pre- 
ſence of God's Holy Angel, but the Soul goes forth 
full of Hope, and ſometimes with Evidence, and 
always with certainty in the thing; and inſtantly i 
paſſes into the throngs of Spirits, where the Angels 
meet it with Anthems of Joy and Praiſes to God; 
and the Devils flock with Evil purpoſes, endeavour- 
ing to lead it away inte the Regions of Darkneſs and 

Sorrow; but the Angels bear the Soul forward, be- 
cauſe the Holy Feſus has Interceded on its behalf, 
and Anſwered for it. Then the Devils Rage and 
Gnaſnh their Teeth ; they ſee the Soul Chaſte and 
Pure, and they are aſhamed they lee it Penitent, 
and they deſpair : Then it paſſes by them _ Do 
and Rejoyces being ſecurely carryed into the Boſom 
df our Lord, where it ſhall reſt till its Crown is fini- 

Thed, and its Manſions are prepared; and then it 
mall Feaſt and Sing, and Rejoyce, and Worſhip for 
ever and ever. „5 | | 
But it is far otherwiſe with a Wicked Man when 
he he Dyes, for when gaſping for Life, he ſhall look 
for ſome to have Pity on ham, but there is no Man: 
No Man dares be à Pledge for him, no Man can 
Redeein his Soul then going forth of his Senſeleſs 
Body; it wants a good Angel for it's Guide, the 


| Holy Spirit for its Comfort, and Chriſt for its Ad- 


vocate ; and is by the Wicked Spirits (chat ſeduced 
it to Sin againſt Infinite Goodgeſs and Mercy, and 
to grieve the Holy Spirit that once interceded for it 
with. Groans unutterable) hurried away to undiſ- 
cernable Regions of Woe and Sorrow there to Weep 
and Tremble, and infiuitely to fear Chriſt's comm, 
to Judgment ; at which time it ſhall be brought 
Forth to change that Condixion for one more Into- 


lerable, | . 


A Prayer with, or for a Sick Perſon, by 
Relations or others. 

CN Lord moſt Gracious 7 Merciful, who art thy Go 

„of all Comforts and Conſolation, g ive this | 

Aficted Servant, Patience.in: hs Sorrow, afſif him in- hu 
grievow Sickneſs, and reſtore him to Health if it be thy 
Rleffed Will, that he may yet lite to Praiſe thee, and 
 Magnifie thy Holy Name iu the multitude of thy Meicies; 
but however thou ſhalt determine in thy Infinite W iſdom 
for Life or Death, above all, give him Grace and a 
fincere rer and an Amendment of Life, that his 
Sins may be blotted out, and his Soul he everlaſtinghy Happy 
after it departs fiom thu Mortal Body. Give him 4 
ſteadfait: Faith, and. a confident Hope and Relyance on 
thy Mercies ;, Lord thou know &᷑ all the Neceſſities and all 


zbe Infirmitzes of thy Sercant. . O fortifie hu Spirit with 


Spiritual Joys and a perfect Reſignation to thy Holy Will 
aud remove far from bim all degrees of Tnordinate or In- 
ſecure Affection to thu World, and enlarge his Heart with 
deſires of being with thee. O Lad, ſuffer not his Pams 
er Niſions to diſcompoſs the order aud ' decency of his 
Thoughts and Duty; and lay not upon thy Servant more 
han thou wilt enable Inm wo hear; and together with 

the Temptation, do thou prot ide a way to 4 e, even by 
Ii Mercies, of a longer and more * 15 or by ile 
means of a Bleſſed Death, as it beft pleaſes thet : And 
this me beg through the Merits aud Mediation of Feſt 


* 
- 


Chrift our only Lord aud Saviour. Amen. 


n 8 1 r * — 


A Family-Prayer, where it is often Afflicted 
wich Sickneſs or other Calamities. 
UT of the Depth of Miſery O Lord we cry unto 

Y thee, Lord hear our Voice, and let thy, Ears be 
| atteutive to the Voice of aur Supplication. ; for i thou 
O Lord fbould'® be extream ro mark what we have done 
.aniiſs, who can be able to ſtaud before thee ? Therefore 
awe humbly beſeech thee in thy great Mei cy, not t0 _— 
"RAE ; ol BH 7 4. 
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n Judgment with 24 according to our Deſerts, for in 
1 je? can, no Man te el 3 therefore appealing 
thy Juſtice, we lay our-Selves both Soul aud Body 
rate at the fo»tſtool of thy Throne of Mercy, inlet 5 


i 0 thou preſerver of Men aud lover of Souls, to loo 
s thy Wen on this Alicted Family, with thy Gracious Eyes of 
in-hy (ppaſon remove thy heavy hand from us, though juſtly 
© thy Mis our Sins we have deſerved thy Wrgth and Indiguation 
„ and is ful, uon 15 ; but O there is Mercy with thee, wherc- 
reies ; Wir thou ſbould'® be Feared and Adored ; ſave. w, O 
i/dom ind face 16 for thy Mercies ſake, and ſhield us from 
nd a Wie fofts that fy by Day, and the terrors that go abroad 
% bis bt Fortifie us qgainſt the fears of Death, and let 


at the afrightments of the Grave terrifie w, but Deal in 


vim a Wy Mercy, the Bones that thou Hat broken, that ſo we 
ce on Willy bear of Foy and Rejoycing: Raiſe up thoſe thou Halt 
1d all a down, and cover is under the Wings of thy Mercy 
with Wir: uw 7 little, bat we may lire to Praiſe thee, and 
il; af all the mighty Wonders thou falt done jor our 
I- Minis, before we'go hence and are no more ſeen, Lerd, 
. con wilt, thou cant Heal 16; O thou that wilt not 
Nins | 


kak the hrt iſed Reed, nor oe the ſmoaking Flax, 
f bs ie away thy dfiiting hand, and let. u remain lit ing 


more 


lum ute of thy Mercy : For who-O Lord can Praije 


with Nie in ths Grace, or Sing of thy Lor ing Kindneſs in the li ; 

niit! O fare 16, fare w good Lord, even for thy great wil. | 

1. che beies [ake, and for the ſake of our Blefſed' Redeemer li | 
li 


1. 
4 


Wu Chriſt. Amen. 
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— 2 Conſiderations of, and Meditations on 
ed the Four Lat. Things, Viz. DEA TH, 
I [WUD GMENT, HEAVEN, and 


's be MP HERE is certainly nothing can more induce 
thou Wl Men and Women ro lead a Holy and Picus 
done Wir, no more effectual way to revive the true Spin 
fore WW Chriſtianity in the World, than à ſexious Medi- 


mod on the Four laſt Things, viz. Death, Judgment, 
i 5 1 dS feet by 1 1 5 9 * Haden, | | 


— 


1 TheChriftian Monitor, part 
Heaven and Hell : Therefore to awaken and rouſe 5; 
\.- Adrowfle Souls out of the Lethargy of Careleſneſs au 
Sen, I ſhall here give ſome convincing- Notions 
p, - Shem, and Firſt of Deatngn. iy 


— 


* . 4 
— ” —_ | and * p 
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END, 5 of DEATH. 
D TH 3s held by all to be the bitter Enem 


— 


— 


* — 
— 
. 
< — — 


to Life, as altogether oppoſite to it ; ſo ter 
rible a thing, that the very naming of it is apt ti 
chill our Blood and Spirits, and to draw a {able 
Veil over all the Pleaſures this World can afford us 
and yet this is the Condition of all Mankind ; fe 
as ſure as we are Born, we muſt Dye, becauſe by the 
Supream Governour of all things, Ie ij appointed fo 
Aſen once to Dye, and after that, to come to Judgment 
for that by Man Sin entered iuto the World, and Deat! 
by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for that al 
have Sinned. Rom. 5. 12. And yet as for this Death 
Temporally conſidered, it is no other than our lea- 
ving this World, putting off our Earthly Bodies 
and entering into a new and unknown itate of Life; 
for our Sonls do nat fall into nothing, or reſt in a 
profound Silence or Sleep inſenſibly till the Reſur 
rection; no, they only change their Place and Dwel 
ling, removing out of the World, and leaving ou 
Bodies to Sleep in the Earth till the Reſurrection 
whiltt- they Live in an Inviſible State; and indeed 
this Life rightly conſidered, is no other than a ſtate 
of probation, of Growth and Improvement, to fit 
us tor the Life that is to ſucceed Death: Yet at the 
Approach of this Ghaſtly King of Terrors, ve tio 
ofren, the Good as well as the Bad are ſtartled an 
afflighted : This World, in the Enjoyment of its 
Plealures, has an Influence on both, which makes 
them loath to leave it, and ingulf themſelves into au 
vait Eternity to leave Children, Friends, and And t 
lations, to paſs into an Inviſible World ; to be ther o 
They know not well, where, or what, yet all = 1 
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they may be Summoned to-the' Grave ; the Tollin 
vf the Paſſing- Bells, and the frequent meeting of Fs 

„ nerals, ſnould make them frequently Meditate onthe: 
"Latter End, and Wean their Affections from the thing 
dk rhis World, 3 for their Departure bend 
ſxeing, in the midſt of Life we are in Death; and 
as Death leaves us, ſo Judgment will certainly fnd 
us; for what we do to be Happy hereafter, mutt by 
done in this ſhort and uncertain'time- we. have. tc 


* 
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Live on Earth, ſeeing there is no Repentance in tif 
—_ 07 nen 
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FE coming of the Great and Terrible Day o 
I judgment (wherein börlt Stnall and Great mi 
gte an Accqunt of their Actiqhs done in this Life 
K certzin; but the. Tine chen ir will be, js au 
ib in God's Sectef Couptci and Erertal-Purpoſes 
1 that the very Angels know not the Day o 
Hour when Chriſt ſhall come to Judge the World 
Attended wich Myriads* of- Saints and Angels 
though the particular Judgment. is with every Mal 
when, he Dyes ; for as he 3s find then, lo ſhall his Cal 
ſtand. at che Geyeral Judgmen 


| ent, which will be 
Day of Fury ang Fear, af univerſal” Flood of Fi 
ſhall Over-ifream the whole" World, and Conſum 
Poth the Beauty and Gf Thefeof into nothing 
whey at the Sound ofthe Arth-Angel's Trumpet, al 
Graves ſhall open ant, yield up their Dead, eve 
thoſe_ that have been fettered in the Chambers « 

- the. Grave from alk Ages fince the World wa 
made, ſhall then, atife,” aud every Body receive it 
Sou] again that waz ſo lopg departed from. it. The 
mall the Book of every Man's naked Conicience h 

| layed open, and all; the Sins, They have committed 
be. Summed up, and. charged againſt them, whic 
they mall not be able to Deny or Extenuate in tha 
= . Day, before the Dreadful-Tribubal of the Righteo 
= Judge, even all our Actions, Words and holger 
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wx; thoſe e moſt Eſteemed or had Concealed, or-.* .- 
ſaßotren; ſnall be ſer in ſo open and clear a Light+> 
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hands, whilſt the Devils that Tempted him to 
wiſemploy his precious time in Sin and. Vanity, ſhalt - ü 
wentefully Accuſe him of his neglect of improving MM 
| to the Glory: of God; and the good of his Cn 

doll: Foully Upbraiding him, and Aggravating the 
way Enormous Crimes he has committed; nay, his 

un Conſcience,which: would have been his greateſt 
Friend and Comforter, had he Lived a Pious ang 
lituous'Life 5 will: not only: Accuſe bim, but give 
hidence againſt him. And if the Dread of this  . il 
frible Day, when St.- Juul Preached but · of. Tudg- - Wl 
unt to come, made Feliæ, the Governour of de WM 

tremble ; and the thoughts of it, made Holy David 

Confels, he always trembled: before the Majeſty of Gods, 

lie one that Saileth in a ſtormy Tempeſt ; and that his 
fear has been. ſo great, that he has been unable to nl 
ka it; how much more when this Day comes at Wl 
mwares, ſnall all the Nations and K indreds of the - 
un Mourn- and Tremble, and be exceed ingl⸗y- 
nid ; for F the Righteow ſcarcely be ſaved,” where - - WU 
Jul the Wicked and: Ungodly appear? Their Caſe will « 
it deſperate and deplorable before a Judge, who is of IM 
er Eyes than to behold Iniquity, without Reveng ing 
te Affront done to his Divine Majeity. Then thall - 
ive it te Kings, and Captains, and the Great Men, nor 
ay tremble at the face of him that Sits on- tlie 
lone to Judge them, but call to the Rocks, Hills; - WM 
mitted nd Mountains to fall on them, and hide them from WW 

hic de Face of the Lamb, and him that ſitteth on the 

Ione ; whoſe -Majeily they have Diſbonomed., Ml 
loſe Mercy, and whoſe Might they have Leſpiſed; i 
Poſe Glory they have Abaled, whoſe Goodnela then 11 
1 De dl 


w > — = — — 
= \ — — yy —— — 2 . 1 1 * — * * 
l 7 A 4 5 i Ga 
err — — - * = b 4 
% 4 N 0 8 1 
4 . 0 0 % he = of \ \ * Ln = 
« 9 * = = g : - 9 — =_ 8 N 4 
f ä ä : — 8" r -- a 
—— — o * — — 3 — 2 5 

—— — . ¹wꝛů du Soo err er — == 2 —— a * x + — £ — " a 4 2 _. 7 
— 2 — * — — — — 162 « | = =_ a l —— wy * p 
—— — —— — —— — — _ TI = A * — * _ 

I PI E C.- . LIT N _ . 1 Amen — = 


5 - 04 "The Crit Ani. Tire 
* 5 ave: Abuſed, whoſe Preſence they have Profinet 
E Fhoſe Long Patience and Forbearance, they h; 
| 9 as à Neglect and Forgetfulneſs of 
Affairs of the War ld. or an allowance ov the 
vil Deeds 4 but all Shitts and Excuſes will chen 
be vain. A — — ſnall — on 
them, of Depart Curſed _ Bering Fae; 
. prepared for the Devil — Ih Agel: Ah woful Seu 
tence indeed 1 For who: can dwell in the Burning Fire; 
bo can "abide in the everlaſting Flanies ?- Then '» 
the Devils Who Accuſed them, hurry them away tc 
Everlaſting Regions of Woe and Sorrow, where the 
_ gnawing Worm of Conſcience never Dyes, nor ceaſe 
to Torment them, nor the Fire ever goeth out ik 
nor ſhall the loſs of Heavenly Joys, for Trifles, dent 
the leaſt of their Pains, but the greateſt of their 
Torments,' when they ſee. the Righteous enter — Joour 
Heaven, and themſelves/ſhut._ out 3 when they * and 
the 1 on the 3 — of . Fi 49 Stur 
er, IJuberit t 1, prepared for you t 
17 Foundation of the u LP Fr 
Theſe Melancholy Circumſtances well Weighed 
and Conſidered, fhould make us exceeding ſenſible 
of the Danger. into which our Sins have hurried 
us; and that all the Courſe of our Life is a conti- 
- mual Paſſage, and every moment of our time, à 
ep towards this Judgmeènt; and yet ſo far are too 
mau from regarding it, or having Compaſſion on 
| eres, that even going to this great Tryal, they N, th 
3 2 net to Aggravate and Multiply their Tranſ- 
4 Freſſions as if they had made a Covenant with 
E 5 7] -De; th, and were at Agreement with Hell: There- 
+ fore: let me earneſtly Adviſe all, by a timely aud 
/ earneſt Repentance, to fly from this dreadful Wrath Miſiiu 
5 to come. Take heed to your ſelves, that your Hearts iv a x 
I ze vt made heavy with avi aud Drinking, and th 
Lues of thu Life, aud that Day come - + FR 9 
* een . 34— 


0 


1 
\ 
* 
111 


„HEAVEN, ad ie. 225 hs 
. "5 WOO 


Have often ſhewed you. 22 
— Mortality, that this World i is not to be an 
lung or long abiding place for us: Let us ſerioufly. | 
ditate then, on that which is to 1 
Eternal Habitation, even the Higheſt Heavens 3 
(its Glories and Tranſcendent Excellencies, wi 
7 aur Souls on the Wings of Holy Defires, and 
ume our Hearts with earneſt Deſires of enjoying 
| Fe earneſt with St. Faul, to depart and be wick 
ul, which is infinitely far bettet, than all the 
i mie; s of this World, to fee him — 
i ſo much for us, Crowned with Majeſty and 
„ ſurrounded with the whole Choir of An- 


Tal Saints, Ine the Sin inthe midit fa Cie 


8 Adared: and Worſhipped, Praiſed and Ad- 
by all the Court of Heaven, and Celebrated _ 
ih Songs of Cherubims and Seraphims, of An- 

þud Arch-Angels, and the Spirits of Juſt Men 


| 5.0008. ſaying, Wort! + the Lamb that war i El 


T2 7ecerve Power and Riches; and V iſdom, and 


wth, aud Honour, and Glory, | and Blefing, a 1 jj 


emed ws unto. God thy "Blood, out of. every” 


2 and Tongue, and. ople, and Narion. Nerv. 54 bw 1 4 


in. And when we come to the City of the Living 
M, the Holy and Heayenly Jeruſalem, the great 
alle tells us, what Company we ſhall fine there, 
41 innumerable Company of Morgen the. general . 


72 Church of tbe Fri Born G On 


its of Juſt Meu made perfect; And Jeſus 
1 aun If abe New Covenant. 1 f 12. 3 24. 


bis a es of Glory and Felicity, where nothing 


Mtermingled with what is Heavenly aud Divine. 3 38 


lkaven is a place of Infinite Glory, framed: and 
x © for the Majeſty, and agreeable to the State 
zuty God ; and is no Bo Magnificent" and EY 


did than his Wiſdom gould contrive, and his 1 ht 


ln and that is above all 


Aon Infinite: 15 The 'Contemglatian f - 


ec chaten ale n 
8 Excellency, made Holy David id en 
du as in al e, hom amjablè art Diel 

' #hou” Lord of ofts,. my Soul longeth. and nteth i 
- enter into thy Courts,” even thy 2 City, ol: pou 
- Heavenly: Feruſtlon 7 which as St Jobn in his 
. velatibnstells us, Sbinbth wich Glory. as clear 'as 
Z whoſe Building are of. pure Gold, whoſe Walts and Foun- 
dation are of precious Stones, aud whoſe Gates de 
ma entire Pearls, whoſe. Streets / are paved with Gold) 
and where there. is ub need of nnn Suu, for the Lam f 
the: 2 "hich; giveth, it ia Lage — . Light 
CEN ß rom the Teo en aftin C. Li 
2, ob th £0 Mere vieldeth both and Food, hin 


is. no. Curſe, no Sickneſs or: Sorrow, but there al 
Sarrow ſhall be E doke away, and all Tears wiped fron 
our Eyes; and therefore; howrinfinitely Bleſſed uil 
they be who ſhall Inhiabir: this: Glorious Place, nc 
only for a time, but to all Eterniry, without Al 
teration or Change : Therefore let us itrive, by 


the ways of: Virtue and Religion, by mortify ing oy 
Luſts and Corruptious, to enter in at the Ila 
Gate, or by inceſſant Prayers and ſtrong Crys, t 
ſtorm Heaven, and take ir by Violence; and th 
with. Joy, approaching rhe Glorious Throne, we ma 
Sins the Song of Angels. with. Joy and. exceedin 
Conſolation, 912. 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Td God Alan whi 
Was, and is, and is to come; Heaven and Ear 
Angels and 3 Airand. the Sea, give Glo 
and Honour, and Thanks to him that ſitteth on tl 
Throne, Alo liveth for ever and ever. All the Bleſl 
Sgmirits and Souls of che Righteous, caſt their Ca 
befote him, and. Worſhip- him, ho has Redet 
unto God by his Blood. out of every Nationg al 
1 made us unto God, Kings and Prieſts,” and 
mall Reigu with him for ever and ever. And th 
3 . 5 e en lating: on, theſe things, it cannot but 13 
Souls: on the Wings of 7 5 Deſire, 2 
: thetyſelves up tonhe Glories of this Eternal ! 
I 3 wm, Which, God bas e _ thoſe.1l 
ee ali | 3 bu, N 14H 


| 7 5 X 1 fees. " 1 
1 wy n k ey 25 ts. ora 175 25 7 i; 5 1 7 
FELL, is thel@ by alt 1e. be a place of: Han»- JM 
N -fors, Woes, and endlefs Miſery, where: 1 
bs; ſuſtice-exorts ita Power tot the; dall; : where all 1 — 1 
Rect excluded,.and no Pity or Compaſſion to he” _ 
- ws ever enter; where there is notking but 4 
multuo and Eternal Horror, Flaming 1 
7 Nrkneſs, Torment ing Bevils, and 5 . 
F an owling and. IL. amenting Woe — _ 
- F Wirk. Mad Nage Blaſpheming God in des,. 
bor ever to be ieceivedanio his Favour; and in 
hie, for being Fetterede h him in thafe Eternal 
3 in thoſe Everlaſting Burgangs,; with a 
. 4 Impatience, Curfing l Creatures, and 
ly /theinſelves -; : rang a manner their 
n Sub ance, bini MAE Fiends o 
Funde em. | 471.4 065111; 0 | 
a the Pains of e : i 


bo it _ fore pc _ 1 — bl, 
Kabul 'Pleathres: Frffat at ank pacz > ke Appreheafion, by 2 8 | 
Ui Pains thatarbpreſend;-rhe Underſtanding, . 1 
chat are dat, and Miſeries that are t come :. - il 
& Will, with a Malicigus and Envious Aiſpo ion. 5 bl 
e Glory rf God, and of his Saints z and abo ẽ . _— 1 [ 
in this? dreadful Planck arne Conſciegeg Val be-:” 1 11 
ſec unn de Epen nds mens Faurlels Re- 3 1 1 
kane ter e particular Offenes that. t 5 El | 
con ce Seemed. Soft ap Sung 3 0800 
8 ts hn R 
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24% The Chriftian Monitor, Parti 
and how effechally he had been perſivaded, how 
earneſtly intreated to turn from the Evil and Vanity 


of his ways, and to accept the offers of Eternal Ha 


—— and not have come to this Dreadful place 


Torment: He had not only Moſes and the Poke 
to Inſtruct him, but even a greater than they, the 
Lord from Heaven; who came in low Humilir, 
and ſhed (after a World of Sufferings) his Rich Re- 
deeming Blood to fave him : How eaſily he might, 
and how many times he nearly had. apprehended the 
occahion ; and yet how. Negligently, how Fooliſhly 
how Madly he continued in his careleſs courſe, and 
let flip the Golden Opportunity of entering into a 
State of Bliss... 5,18 
Then ſhall he Howl. and Lament in vain, whilſt the 


42 F©& $5 <a 


fight of Frightful and Ugly Fiends ſhall aſtoniſh him, 


Ing, and Gnaſhing 


| 8 — ; the Joys of Heaven, are Exchanged tor/ti® 


. wrath to cone, fleeing God is not deſirous of our De 7 


— 


* 3; 
* 


Aruction, but rather that we ſhould be Happy v 
. £76 


whilſt he is ſurrounded with fearful Darknels, heu- 
ing horrible and hideous Cryes, Weeping and Wai 
| of Teeth. ; ſmelling intolerable 
and Poiſonous Stenches ; taſteing Bitterneſs far ex- 
ceeding Gall, and feeling the intolerable Pains of 3 
raging Fire kindled by the wrath of God,and blown 


up by rhe Breath of his Indignation, into a. Ten 


Fold Fury to Torment the Damned; not tor a time, 
but to all Eternity, leaving them both Hopeleſs and 
Comfortleſs. A Fire, which as nothing doth Feed 
it, ſo it Conlumeth nothing it Burns: It gives; hg 
Light to Comfort, but Heat to Torment:; no Light, 
dur to ſhew the Damned their. Miſeries, and the Miz 
ſeries of thoſe they ;nordidttely affected; whilſt the 
never Dying Worm of a tormented Conſcience, adds. 
Stings to its Rage and Fury. © © "- 3 

And thus we ſee for Momentary Pleaſures hefe, 
which are but Vanity, and carry in themſelves no 167 
Advantage or Contentment; what a World ot id 
city is loſt, for a World of unſpeakable and endlel 


TFotments of Hell. O then let us be wile in time, and 
by an earneſt and unfeigned Repentance, fee fiom f 


ich un 
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